
NOXIOUS WEED BOARD MEETING 

February 14, 2013 

Deschutes County Board Hearing – Meeting Minutes 

 

Marlo Fisher  Robert Marheine  Spring Olson (conference call) 

John Stephenson Christina Veverka  Dave Langland 

Dan Sherwin  Ana Cambra   Mike Crumrine 

Jon Valley  Chris Doty   Ed Keith 

     

GUEST  

Cheryl Howard   Let’s Pull Together 

Tom Anderson  Interim County Administrator 

Rex Barber   Deschutes Soil & Water Conservancy District (DSWCD) 

Larry Roofener  Central Oregon Irrigation District &  

    Deschutes Soil & Water Conservancy District 

 

CALLED TO ORDER 3:30PM 

Introductions were made.  Minutes for December 2012 & January 2013 approved M/S/C. 

 

LET’S PULL TOGETHER 

There was a motion made and approved that there will be no fundraising done by the Weed 

Board.  Any individual can do fundraise through the Orchard District for Let’s Pull Together. 

 

Cheryl said that Let’s Pull Together is a volunteer event with the Orchard District and the 

ownership belongs to the Orchard District.  Cheryl expressed her concern regarding the Weed 

Board talking with the Upper Deschutes Watershed Council taking on the bookkeeping of the 

event.  Cheryl stated that last year she could not contribute her time to the LPT event because she 

started a new job and that was why the Weed Board was asked to help raise money.   

UPDATING WEED BOARD LISTS 

Robert and Dan will review the current list of Weed Board members and Technical Assistance 

members, will update list and email information.  Once review is complete, each Board member 

will receive updated contact information.   

Side Note: once minutes are approve by Committee they are placed on the Noxious Weed 

public web page, link: http://www.deschutes.org/Road/Deschutes-County-Weed-Board-

Meeting-Minutes.aspx 

 

UPDATE ON THE VEGETATION MANAGER’S POSITION 

Chris Doty Road Department Director introduced Tom Anderson, Interim County Administrator.  

The current Fiscal year ends June 30
th

, this is the last year Road Department will receive timber 

payments of $3 - 4 million dollars, previously an annual payment.  Fiscal year 2013/2014, the 

Road Department may receive $400,000 in year timber funds from the Federal Government.  The 

Department also receives revenue from the fuel tax from the State’s allocation distribution, the 

increase in fuel tax has helped but there are other budget hits like rising Public Employee 

Retirement System (PERS) increases.  Attrition is a way of looking at the Vegetation 

Management program, working with our strengths and weaknesses in our Vegetation program.  

There is a lot of parallel between our Natural Resources/Forester and Vegetation Program, i.e. 

Education grants procurement, cost share grants, weed free forage program and weed 

district/board duties that will be absorbed.  A positive for the Natural Resources/Forester 
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maintaining the Vegetation program could benefit funding the program.  The Road Department 

must focus on Right-of-Way issues, agency partnerships, grant delivery, and technical assistance.  

The Road Department will create a new position using a current employee, and he will work 

closely with the County Forester.  Both the Natural Resources/Forester and Vegetation 

Maintenance Supervisor will be active in the Noxious Weed Board.   

 

Rex Barber is concerned about the grants that Dan gets and the people that he works with.  Dan 

Sherwin stated that the forms he uses as well as the people that review the submitted Grants are 

the same that are utilized by Ed Keith; there should not be any change.  Funding has always been 

an issue, especially funding for code enforcement.   Tom Anderson stated that he was previously 

the CDD Director in Code Enforcement, prior to the Interim County Administrator position.  

Tom reported that Dan attended several meetings to assist in Code Enforcement.  Having a 

physical presence in Code Enforcement is important now that we have the code provisions in 

place. Ed Keith has the authority to hand out citations for defensible space which would work 

with noxious weeds an added piece for Noxious Weed Code Enforcement issues.    

 

Education is still a vital piece of the program, especially with new residents moving into the area, 

who were not aware of what Noxious Weeds were or how to treat them.  Education also assists 

in getting the word out about the Cost Share program available.   

 

Christine Veverka voiced her concern that with the changes the County is not going to be able to 

keep control of the weeds.  She stated that Dan took time with public contact and education.   

Christine felt that with the change the weed free forage program will be optional and that would 

be a problem.   Forest Services require weed free hay in the forest and with this program being 

optional the Forest Services will lose ground.   

 

Chris Doty reiterated that he understands the potential changes make it difficult to keep things 

like it is, but with the funding picture this is an area that is required to change.    

 

Robert Marheine believes that education is very important.  Dan provided a lot of education to 

schools and our future generation’s awareness, and we don’t want to lose that momentum.  

Robert indicated that he would feel better if one person would handle the education part of the 

job.  

 

John Stephenson asked why the Weed free forage program is optional, this is a State program 

and Dan Sherwin worked as a contractor for the State.  The Road Department received funding 

from the Forest Service Region Office.  The reimbursement did not cover the cost of a Weed 

Inspection in its entirety.  John Stephenson asked if anyone was available to take Dan’s place for 

Weed Inspections.  Dan Sherwin replied that there is no one available and there is no grant 

money available to fund program at this time.  Dave Langland reiterated that the area can be 

serviced but like Dan stated there no money for the Weed Free Program. The value of having 

weed free hay adds about $10.00 and $25.00 a ton.  The biggest concern of the new Natural 

Resources and Vegetation Program seems to be the individual time that Dan invested in applying 

for and managing Grant funding; Larry Roofener just wants the weed free program to continue.  

 

Dan reported that Jon Valley has been working with him for 10 years and he also knows how to 

do bids, knows all the contractors and he knows the program.  Dan also stated he believe that 

with Jon and Ed doing the Weed Program together it will be a good collaboration. 

 

Tom Anderson said the Commissioners were interested in what the Weed Board has to say about 

this new Weed Position.  Commissioner Unger said he was approached by the Soil and Water 



Conservation District and they expressed interest in being involved in the Vegetation 

Management following Dan’s retirement.   

 

Rex Barber from Deschutes Soil & Water Conservancy District (DSWCD) said they have run 

into the same problems on money restrictions, most of DSWCD money comes from Oregon 

Department of Agriculture (ODA) it needs to be spent toward agricultural water quality.  This 

new program would be a good opportunity to work with the Weed Board.  Last year the 

commissioners gave DSWCD $2,500 to work on weeds.   Rex asked that while the Weed Board 

is doing their planning, please keep them in mind that DSWCD has expertise and can mandate as 

a Soil and Water District to assist in areas on behalf of the Weed Board.  Rex also wanted to 

thank Dan for all his hard work for the farmers. 

 

Larry Roofener DSWCD & Central Oregon Irrigation District (COID), there are 470 miles of 

canal to spray and we hope the program will continue.  DSWCD is also working with Ed Keith 

for fire reduction.  Chris Doty said he’s excited about the partnership with different agencies, and 

more opportunity to work together.    

 

Dan said that this partnership with all the different public works offices is a good thing and 

everyone is learning what Deschutes County does.   Dan said he has enjoyed his time and 

partnership with the County.  Dan believes that Deschutes County has three workers that know 

their jobs and do it well.   

ACTION PLAN 

Take a look at the Action Plan 2011 and we will discuss it at the next meeting. 

 

LET’S PULL TOGETHER UPDATE 

The weed pull will be on June 8
th

, Café Yumm in on board, ads are reserved, location in the Old 

Mill is reserved, the band is reserved as well, the beer is ready.  Bend radio groups are reserved, 

and the TV stations are ready to go, we have a four page insert ad in the Source. City of Bend 

reserved a place to talk about the LPT event.   

 

Site selections are coming together there are a few already, the Canal area all the way to Bend 

Pine Nursery, Cascade Middle School, and the Dog Park, and we will be looking for more sites 

all over Bend.  Oregon Lottery meeting with Richard Turner tomorrow February 15, 2013.  This 

is our 10 year anniversary so we want to do something different and special this year. 

 

MEETING CALLED AT 4:55PM 

 

NEXT MEETING MARCH 14
TH

, 2013  

  


