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Goals and Policies 
 
Green = Unchanged language in 2010-2030 TCP or unchanged but in a new section 

Blue = Language in 2010-2030 TCP, but slightly modified for tense, terms, clarity (See 
spreadsheet for actual changes and further details in “Notes” section)  

Yellow = Brand new language for 2020-2040 TCP in response to public comments 

 
The following policies and policies are designed to address issues specific to the Tumalo 
Rural Unincorporated Community. The policies supplement existing Deschutes County 
Comprehensive Plan policies and were developed from input received by community 
members, stakeholders, and input from relevant agency partners. 
 
 
Community Vision Statement 
 
Retain the livability of Tumalo as a rural small town, through safe and efficient public services 
and collaborating with the surrounding rural area. 
 
Land Use Goal 
 
Continue to implement a clear and transparent planning process and policy framework 
reflective of the community’s small-town rural character.  
 
Land Use Policies 
 
1. Conform land use regulations to the requirements of Unincorporated Communities 

as defined in OAR 660 Division 22 or any successor. 

2. Ensure County plans and land use regulations comply with state requirements for 
agricultural uses in the Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) zones.  

3. Encourage the preservation of historical structures such as the Tumalo Community 
Church (1905) and the Laidlaw Bank and Trust (1910).  

4. Review the Tumalo Community Plan periodically to determine if it meets the current 
and future needs of the area. 

 
Natural Resources, Open Space, and Recreation Goal 
 
Support the preservation and conservation of natural resources, cultural resources, and 
open space while providing ample and diverse opportunities for recreation.  
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Natural Resources, Open Space, and Recreation Policies 
 
1. Continue to support Tumalo as a regional bicycle destination. 

2. Support community and agency partners in planning and development of a multiuse 
trail system from Tumalo State Park to Tumalo.   

3. Encourage consolidation of designated access points to the Deschutes River and 
education of trail users to preserve riparian areas. 

4. Encourage voluntary designation of open space and public access to Deschutes River 
on adjacent private properties. 

5. Provide County perspective and support for community-based restoration projects to 
protect the health and vitality of the Deschutes River and its tributaries. 

6. Preserve publicly owned lands along the Deschutes River as designated open space. 

7. Collaborate with public, private, and nonprofit organizations on infrastructure 
improvements near recreation areas including formal river access points, wayfinding 
signage, lighting, or sanitary facilities. 

8. Support community efforts to designate the segment of the Deschutes River through 
Tumalo as an Oregon Scenic Waterway for its recreational values.   

9. Coordinate with community partners on the development of a trails and recreation 
master plan. 

10. Assist in outreach to Oregon State Parks Department or municipal  parks and 
recreation districts to explore the annexation of Tumalo into an existing district. 
Assess opportunities for access and parking improvements at heavily used river 
access points. 

11. Explore whether the County should form a Parks and Recreation District as part of 
the County’s Comprehensive Plan Update.  

12. Coordinate with community partners on efforts to designate new parks and maintain 
local parks. 

13. Encourage preservation or improvement of groundwater quality and the 
conservation of groundwater supplies. 

14. Provide public educational outreach on the importance and benefits of water 
conservation, encouraging low water use, and drought tolerant landscaping. 

15. Encourage Tumalo to become a fire-adapted community through the Firewise 
Program. 



3 
 

Residential Area Goal 

Maintain the small town character and feel of Tumalo, while accommodating 
the community’s residential growth.  

Residential Area Policies 

1. Encourage density and design features that are compatible with existing 
development. 

2. Permit livestock in the residential districts subject to use limitations. 

3. Plan and zone for a diversity of housing types and densities suited to the capacity of 
the land to accommodate water and sewage requirements. 

Economic Development Goal 

Retain the economic vibrancy of Tumalo’s historic core and industrial areas while providing 
economic development opportunities that are compatible with the small town rural 
character of the community. 

Economic Development Policies 

1. Encourage design standards in the commercial district so new development is 
compatible with the rural character of the community and reduces negative impacts 
on adjacent residential districts. 

2. Explore alternatives to the solar setback standards for development within the 
commercial zoning districts of Tumalo. 

3. Allow residential uses and mixed residential/commercial uses, without inhibiting 
future commercial development opportunities in the Commercial Zoning Districts. 

4. Support economic development initiatives and tourism in the Tumalo area. 

5. Allow for existing and future uses without producing adverse effects upon water 
resources or wastewater disposal.  Coordinate with relevant agencies to ensure 
industrial uses meet requirements for water availability and wastewater disposal. 

6. Limit industrial activities to low-impact uses that rely on rural resources as defined in 
OAR 660-004-0022(3)(a). 

7. Limit industrial activities to low-impact uses that rely on rural resources as defined in 
OAR 660-004-0022(3)(a). 
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Public Facilities Goal 

Ensure irrigation, domestic water, wastewater, and other utility systems are safe, efficient, 
and economical. 

Public Facility Policies 

1. Consider water and wastewater capacity when assessing development capabilities on 
individual lots in Tumalo.  

2. Promote efficient water and wastewater systems in new development to manage 
water resources carefully. 

3. Encourage early planning and acquisition of sites needed for public facilities. 

4. Support replatting of lots in the area comprising the Laidlaw Plat and other lands 
designated commercial to create lots large enough to accommodate a DEQ approved 
on-site sewage disposal system, or connection to a public sewer system if available, 
consistent with the findings of the Tumalo Sewer Feasibility Study (2022). 

5. Coordinate with local Irrigation Districts and the Tumalo Town Ditch to avoid adverse 
effects on their infrastructure and distribution systems. 

6. Maintain efforts to ensure the Tumalo domestic water system complies with public 
health regulations and state and federal water quality regulations.  

7. If Tumalo residents initiate district formation, coordinate with the residents and 
business owners on the creation of a public sewer district. 

8. Explore legislative approaches to preclude non-voluntary connections to private 
sewer systems. 

9. Explore with Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to determine whether a 
property owner can record a land use provision stating a private sewer is not lawfully 
available under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 340-040-0160 unless the land 
owner voluntarily consents to the connection. 

10. Prohibit private sewers in Tumalo, unless the property owners of the lots in the 
Laidlaw Plat, Deschutes River Tract, and Deschutes River Homesite Rimrock Addition 
form a district and vote on the issue. 

Transportation Goal 

Provide a safe and efficient system for all modes of transportation, including bicycle, 
pedestrian, and transit, to support local economic development, recreational uses, and 
community health. 
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Road Network Policies 

1. Periodically review the Transportation System Plan policies and standards for Tumalo 
to reflect best practices. 

2. Periodically review existing roadway design requirements to ensure complete streets 
which accommodate all modes of travel.  

3. Collaborate with the Oregon State Police and Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office to 
address speeding within Tumalo. 

4. Encourage ODOT to use its “Blueprint for Urban Design” for U.S. 20 projects to 
enhance the roadside environment by signage, accommodating alternate modes, 
roadside amenities, and landscaping. 

 
Road and Sidewalk Policies 

1. Implement road development standards for Tumalo that are consistent with the 
small-scale character of the community. 

2. Utilize land development and grant funding opportunities to improve street segments 
identified for improvement in the Transportation System Plan. 

3. Provide functional, cost-effective sidewalks within the commercial core while 
preserving the rural character of the residential areas. 

4. Provide sidewalks or multiuse paths where they are needed for safety, as set forth in 
the Transportation System Plan. 

5. Construct sidewalks specified on community roads without curbs and gutters and 
allow adequate room for utilities.  

6. Provide wayfinding signage and maintenance best practices on County arterials and 
collectors to ensure safe and accessible routes for all users. 

7. Review Deschutes County Code (DCC) 17.48, Table B, Minimum Bikeway Design 
Standards, and consider revising widths of multiuse paths from 8 feet to 10 feet and 
up to 12 feet in areas with high mixed use. 
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