
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
TO:  Board of County Commissioners  
 
FROM: Peter Russell, Senior Transportation Planner 
 
DATE:  November 23, 2015  
 
SUBJECT: Draft Policy 9.3 to add 2013 Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

Steering Committee Recommendations into Newberry Country Plan 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
At the Oct. 28 Board public hearing on Ordinance 2015-007, staff presented draft policy 
language to add the 2013 DEQ Steering Committee recommendations regarding groundwater 
into the Newberry Country Plan.  The Planning Commission in its unanimous approval of file 
247-15-000308-PA had advised adding the DEQ Steering Committee recommendations.  The 
Board at an Oct. 7 work session requested staff to write draft policy language based on the PC’s 
action.  
 
Staff has created Policy 9.3 for the Newberry Country Plan.  This section simply takes the draft 
policy language presented Oct. 28 and reformatted it into the Newberry Country Plan under 
Goal 9, which states “Partner with Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to 
protect groundwater and public health.  The DEQ recommendations are show in bold with draft 
policy language presented below shown as underlined text; the relevant Policy 9.3 section is 
referenced. 
 
PROPOSED POLICY 9.3 LANGUAGE 
 
Provide a Goal 11 exception for the at-risk areas in South Deschutes and Klamath 
counties.  No policy needed as the DEQ, Department of Land Conservation and Development 
(DLCD) and Deschutes County initiated a Goal 11 Exception with file 247-15-000308-PA, which 
is now the subject of BOCC Ord. 2015-007. 
 
Request that DEQ design a testing program to determine whether there is a groundwater 
contamination problem, and if so, where it might be located.  See Policy 9.3(a). 
 
Form a Sanitation Authority to protect the groundwater in the affected area spanning 
South Deschutes and North Klamath counties.  See Policy 9.3(b). 
 
In Deschutes County (Klamath has an ordinance) institute an ordinance that limits the 
number of livestock per acre to reduce risk to groundwater contamination.   See Policy 
9.3(c).  The County studied this issue extensively in meetings in 2014 with the both the Planning 
Commission and the Board.  Staff presented materials on how various state agencies, the 
sheriff, the local soil and water conservation district, and County code enforcement deal with 
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livestock and/or manure.   The PC’s recommendation was to rely on educational outreach and 
the Board at its March 17, 2014, meeting agreed. 
 
Point Sources See Policy 9.3(d). 
 
ATT Moratorium See Policy 9.3(e).  Note as used by the DEQ Steering Committee, moratorium 
means continuance, not a ban. 
 
Disadvantaged Community Financing Solutions   See Policy 9.3(f) 
 
Outreach and Community Education See Policy 9.3(g).  No County specific policy required as 
actions were specific to the disbanding Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC).  If the Board wishes 
to have a policy to implement the spirit of the CAC’s outreach, staff has suggested Policy 9.3(f). 
 
Alternative “Green” Solutions  See Policy 9.3(h).  
 
Policy 9.3  Implement the Steering Committee Recommendations from the 2013 DEQ 

Report on South Deschutes County and North Klamath 
 

a. The County shall support efforts by DEQ to fund a groundwater testing 
program 

b. The County shall ensure any Sanitation Authority proposed for South 
Deschutes County will comply with the applicable laws and administrative 
rules regarding the Sanitary Authority’s formation 

c. Continue to education livestock owners and complaining parties by 
distributing the matrix “Keeping of Livestock in Rural Residential Setting: 
Education and Enforcement Resources” and updating the matrix as 
circumstances warrant.   

d. Coordinate with DEQ to assess the feasibility of establishing a 
permitting/groundwater monitoring program for all golf courses, nurseries, 
commercial RV parks, manufactured/mobile home parks and other point 
sources. 

e. The Environmental Soils Division will coordinate with DEQ on the timeline for 
the continued use of Alternative Treatment Technology (ATT) systems for on-
site septic use.  

f. Coordinate research with DEQ on how other states have established financial 
aid for sewage treatment solutions and propose an approach to use in 
southern Deschutes County. 

g. Continue to involve South County residents on groundwater issues. 
h. Support DEQ’s efforts to assess green technology for wastewater disposal 

and setting of applicable performance standards. 
 
 
 
 
 


