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Text and Plan Amendments / Agricultural 
Lands

247‐16‐000021‐TA
247‐16‐000022‐PA

Applicant: Deschutes County

Work Session
February 25, 2016

Overview

• Background:  Board of County Commissioners interested in 
exploring a Non‐Resource comprehensive plan designation 
and zone for Exclusive Farm Use and Forest Use zones

• Summarize current proposal
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Timeline...

2013 2014

Work Sessions
Sept. to Dec.  2013

Planning Commission discusses agricultural lands:

• North County Tour and Retreat

• Non-Resource Lands Program & Draft Work Plan

• Public Engagement Approaches

• 2 Panel Discussions: DLCD, Dept. of Ag, Irrigation 
Dist, SWCD, Ag. Industry, Farm Bureau

• Ag Exempt Buildings 

Timeline...

2013 2014

Work Sessions
Jan to May  2014

Planning Commission discusses agricultural lands:

• Refines public engagement approach with 
input from staff, recommending community 
conversations, outreach strategies and 
stakeholder meetings
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Timeline...

2014 2015

Community 
Conversations
May  to June 2014

Staff conducts public outreach:

• Six community meetings in Alfalfa, Bend, 
Brothers, La Pine, Sisters, and Terrebonne

• Stakeholder meetings with Environmental 
Learning Center, Landwatch, and Farm 
Bureau

• Joint P.C. / BOCC work session discuss 
results and next steps 
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Community Conversations

Introduction Active Exercises

Passive ExercisesQuestionnaire Passive Exercises
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Predominant Themes

RETAIN REVISE REDO

Theme 1 ‐ Retain: 
The program is working as intended and no changes are needed.

Theme 2 ‐ Revise: 
The program warrants refinement that is reflective of local conditions.

Theme 3 ‐ Redo: 
The program is ineffective and overreaching with unintended consequences.

Agricultural Lands Alternatives

Alterna ve E
Ini ate Regional 

Project

Upon receiving 
State support 

through legisla on, 
or DLCD resources, 
develop work plan 
to ini ate regional 
project evalua ng 
agricultural lands in 
Deschutes County 

Alterna ve D 
DLCD, LCDC and 

Legisla ve 
Representa ves 

Report 

Submit report to 
DLCD, LCDC, and 

legisla ve 
representa ves, 
recommending 
opportuni es to 

pursue regional farm 
land defini ons and 
implement Big Look 

Alterna ve C
Non‐Resource 
Lands Program

Ini ate Non‐Resource 
Lands program. 

Engage community to 
dra  eligibility criteria 
and new zone(s). 

Requires Comp Plan 
text and policy 

amendments and new 
zoning code 

Alterna ve B
Minor Comp 

Plan  
Amendment

Minor Comp Plan 
Policy  and text 

amendments that 
recognize exis ng 

Non‐Resource Lands 
Process 

Alterna ve A 
Status Quo 

No changes to 
Comprehensive Plan 

or zoning code 
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Timeline...

2014 2015

Work Sessions
July to Dec 2014

Planning Commission continues to discuss agricultural 
lands:

• Second joint work session with the BOCC 
discussing Comp Plan and Zoning text 
amendments clarifying that resource lands can be 
changed through quasi-judicial process

• Explore HB 2229 to correct mapping errors in farm 
and forest zones

• Medical hardship dwellings in CHCZ

Timeline...

2014 2015

Work Sessions
Jan to May 2015

Planning Commission continues to discuss agricultural 
lands:
• DLCD submits letter regarding HB 2229, 

expressing objections with the County’s ability to 
correct “map errors”

• John Anderson, former Planning Director 
responds to staff interview, confirming County 
correctly designated farm and forest lands based 
on best available data in the 1970s and 80s

• Supports submitting a letter to DLCD Director to 
initiate rule making for non-resource lands to 
address “changed circumstances”
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Timeline...

2015 2016

Direction
May to June 2015

Board of County Commissioners:
• Submits a letter to DLCD Director to initiate rule 

making for non-resource lands 

• Adopts CDD’s 2015-16 annual work plan which 
includes the following tasks:

 Initiate a text amendment that reduces 
setbacks in forest land related to Haner Park

 Clarify agricultural exempt buildings policy 
with Building Division, which may require text 
amendments

Timeline...

2015 2016

Direction
May to June 2015

Board of County Commissioners:
• Adopts CDD’s 2015-16 annual work plan which 

includes the following tasks:

 Initiate a Comprehensive Plan amendment to 
clarify that resource land, EFU and forest use 
parcels, can be re-designated and rezoned to 
non-resource lands through a quasi-judicial 
application process, without taking an 
exception to Goal 3 or Goal 4
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Current Proposal
• Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

Section 2.2 – Agricultural Lands

 Policy 2.2.3 ‐ Allow comprehensive plan and zoning map 
amendments, including for those that qualify as non‐resource 
land, for individual EFU parcels as allowed by State Statute, 
Oregon Administrative Rules and this Comprehensive Plan

Section 3.3 – Rural Housing

 Rural Residential Exception Areas ‐ As of 2010 any new Rural 
Residential Exception Areas need to be justified through 
initiating a non‐resource plan amendment and zone change by 
demonstrating the property does not meet the definition of 
agricultural or forest land, or taking exceptions to farm, forest, 
public facilities and services and urbanization regulations, and 
follow guidelines set out in the OAR

Current Proposal
• Zoning Code

Section 18.04.030 – Definitions

 “Agricultural building or equine facility” means ‐ buildings and 
structures that are exempt from the State of Oregon Structural 
Specialty Code as agricultural buildings and equine facilities. A 
structural building permit is not required for agricultural 
buildings or equine facilities receiving special assessment for 
farm use. 
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Current Proposal
• Zoning Code

Section 18.40.100 – Forest Use 2 Zone, Yards and Setbacks

 B.  Each side yard setback shall be a minimum of 25 feet‐ except:

1. All parcels or lots with a side yard adjacent to zoned forest land 
shall have a minimum side yard of 100 feet; and 

2. Tracts 1‐58  located in Haner Park, located in Township 22, Range 
09, Section 09BB and Section 04CC, and Tax Lot 2209000000600 
shall have a minimum side yard of 25 feet as long as the side yard 
abuts the Forest Use 2 zone.

 C.  Rear yards shall be a minimum of 25 feet, except:

1. All parcels or lots with rear yards adjacent to zoned forest land shall 
have a minimum rear yard of 100 feet; and

2. Tracts 1‐58 located in Haner Park, located in Township 22, Range 
09, Section 09BB and Section 04CC, and Tax Lot 2209000000600 
shall have a minimum rear yard of 25 feet as long as the rear yard 
abuts the Forest Use 2 zone.

Questions of Staff


