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This is a conversation about our 

economy, our community, our 

friends, our families, our volunteers, 

our caregivers, & our essential 

service providers.  

 

 









A shortage of workforce housing is a 

problem from coast to coast & across 

our county, region & state. 





…We’ve got the jobs to be filled — but not enough housing to 

meet workers’ needs. 

Courtney Dentlinger, director of the Nebraska Department of 

Economic Development, calls the housing shortage “a critical 

economic development issue in rural areas of our state.” 

She wrote to a state legislative committee that “a lack of 

workforce housing impedes the ability of employers to 

attract talent to the state to fill thousands of open positions.  

World-Herald Editorial, March 21, 2017  





We are growing 

& our 

demographics 

are changing. 
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Deschutes County Population Growth: 1960-2065 

  2015 2035 2065 

Unincorporated 53,151 69,627 84,719 

Bend 85,737 132,209 194,793 

Redmond 27,715 39,812 64,785 

Sisters 2,315 4,375 7,212 

La Pine 1,687 3,014 5,836 

Total County 170,606 249,037 357,345 



Deschutes County Board of Commissioners 

2017-18 Economic Vitality Goal 

Support affordable housing options 

through availability of lands & 

appropriate regulation. 



Deschutes County  

Donations for Affordable Housing 

• 2009 donated 4.5 acres in La Pine to Pacific Crest Affordable Housing 

• Pacific Crest constructed Little Deschutes Lodge I & II 

• 52 1 & 2 bedroom units, available to residents 55 and over 



Deschutes County  

Donations for Affordable Housing 

• 2015-16 donated 4 residential lots in Redmond obtained through tax 

foreclosure to Housing Works & Redmond Area Habitat for Humanity to 

construct single family homes 

• 2016 entered into an agreement to donate 2.5 acres of land in La Pine 

for the construction of 42 townhome rental units (expected summer 

2017) 

• 2017 donating a lot in Deschutes River Woods to Bend Area Habitat for 

Humanity 

• Ongoing – working with City of Bend to remove deed restrictions on 

allowed uses on land conveyed by the County to the City to pursue 

affordable housing projects 



Workforce Housing  

Reasons for Optimism 

• The county & each city is planning for mixed housing types 

& allocating resources /land to meet this critical need 

• Experienced affordable housing developers & all builders 

continue to pursue opportunities to meet this critical need   



Workforce Housing  

More We Can Do 

• We support private property rights, the market economy, 

& workforce housing... 

• Unless a property owner is proposing to meet the market 

demand by proposing workforce housing in our 

neighborhood 

• We can support compatible projects in our neighborhoods 

by writing & actively participating in public hearings for 

workforce housing to our decision makers 

 



Workforce Housing  

More We Can Do 

• We can remove zoning regulations 

that “zone out” workforce housing 

in our neighborhoods & community 

• We can provide incentives to build 

workforce & all housing 

• We can lobby for changes to state 

laws to increase land supply & 

funding for workforce housing 

• We can continue to donate land 



Workforce Housing  

We Must 
• Own the problem & keep our options open 

• Engage our community in a conversation about: 

• Why it is critical & who it serves 

• Options & opportunities to address it 

• Consequences of our decisions 

• Be diligent, persistent, & publicly supportive of those 

taking the risks & making the difficult decisions 

• Celebrate the successes! 

 




