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November 16, 2023 

Steve Dennison 
Deschutes County Clerk 
Sent via:  Steve.Dennison@deschutes.org 
 
 RE: Ballot Title- Expand County Commission from three to five members 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
Pursuant to ORS 250.175(3), and in compliance with ORS 250.035(1), I prepared the following ballot title for the 
nonpartisan Deschutes County Commissioner county ballot measure.   
 

CAPTION 
Expand County Commission from three to five members. 

 
QUESTION 

Should Deschutes County Commission be expanded to include five members? 
 

SUMMARY 
Deschutes County’s elected governing body, the Deschutes County Board of Commissioners, is currently composed of three 
elected members.  
 
This ballot measure, if approved by electors, would expand the Board of Commissioners to include five elected members.  
 
In addition, if approved, this ballot measure would set a schedule for the election of Commissioners to coincide with 
Presidential election cycles. Currently, one of three members is elected in Presidential election years. The two new positions 
added to the Commission would be filled by election at the next even-year election (2026) for initial terms of two years. In 
2028, three Commission positions would appear on the ballot under the terms of this measure and those elected would serve 
four year terms of office thereafter. The two new positions may not be filled by appointment prior to January 6, 2027.   
 
The provisions of this ballot measure may be amended only by majority vote of the electors of Deschutes County. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephen Gunnels 
 
Steve Gunnels 
District Attorney 
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Notice of Receipt of Ballot Title and One Subject Determination 
 
Notice is hereby given that the following Ballot Title for a proposed initiative petition has been filed 
with the Deschutes County Clerk on November 16, 2023.  The County Clerk has determined that the 
proposed initiative meets requirements of Oregon Constitution, Article IV, Section 1, requiring that a 
measure shall embrace one subject only and the proposed text is legislative in nature. 
 
CAPTION  
Expand County Commission from three to five members. 
 
QUESTION  
Should Deschutes County Commission be expanded to include five members? 
 
SUMMARY  
Deschutes County’s elected governing body, the Deschutes County Board of Commissioners, is currently 
composed of three elected members.  
 
This ballot measure, if approved by electors, would expand the Board of Commissioners to include five 
elected members.  
 
In addition, if approved, this ballot measure would set a schedule for the election of Commissioners to 
coincide with Presidential election cycles. Currently, one of three members is elected in Presidential 
election years. The two new positions added to the Commission would be filled by election at the next 
even‐year election (2026) for initial terms of two years. In 2028, three Commission positions would 
appear on the ballot under the terms of this measure and those elected would serve four year terms of 
office thereafter. The two new positions may not be filled by appointment prior to January 6, 2027.   
 
The provisions of this ballot measure may be amended only by majority vote of the electors of Deschutes 
County. 
 
Per ORS 250.195 any elector dissatisfied with this ballot title, may file a petition for review of this 
ballot title in the Deschutes County Circuit Court no later than 5:00 p.m., November 27, 2023 (the 
seventh business day after the title was filed). The petitioner shall also notify the Deschutes County 
Clerk in writing no later than 5 pm on the next business day following the day the petition is filed. 
 
Steve Dennison 
Deschutes County Clerk 
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