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DUSTIN MILLER, DETECTIVE

DESCHUTES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Cannabis Advisory Panel
Investigating the Illegal Marijuana Market

Why do we investigate illegal marijuana?
Although marijuana is legal in Oregon, it is still investigated for a number of reasons.  
• Minors having access to illegal marijuana items
• Quality of life for community members
• Avoid consumption of toxic materials.
• Avoid illegally growing, processing and distributing marijuana and marijuana products both in and out of the state.

o Many people come to Oregon from across the country to grow marijuana “legally” and distribute it back to their 
home states, where marijuana is not legal and they have a distribution network. 

• Exploitations of laborers.
• Children being exposed to marijuana growing operations and sometimes working at the location
• Money laundering
• Tax evasion
• Explosive BHO labs
• Non reported criminal activity (burglaries, robberies, thefts and weapons offenses)
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Illegal greenhouse marijuana grows

Marijuana mixed into hemp fieldsMarijuana destruction

Illegal outdoor marijuana grows
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Residential grow – Inside Barns / ShopsResidential grow – Inside Barns / Shops

Illegal indoor marijuana grows Who oversees marijuana & hemp in Oregon?

OLCC – Oregon Liquor & Cannabis Commission (changed their name in 2021). 

Oregon Health Authority (OHA) runs the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP)

Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA)

Personal use – 4 plants per household
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Community complaints about quality of life issues

• Trash
• Odor
• Increased vehicle and pedestrian traffic
• Outdoor living conditions: tents, trailers and shanty style houses
• Greenhouses and hoop houses
• Water usage

Examples of what community members might observe

Mound of discarded soil from harvested potsTrash, Pesticides, Discarded Materials
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Hoop houses Modified living trailers and structures

Examples of what community members might observe
Once probable cause is developed, write and obtain a 

search warrant for the location

Serving the search warrant
• 10 ‐ 40 law enforcement officers to process locations
• 4 ‐ 12 hours to process locations

• Identification, interview and relocate people who are present during the search 
warrant.

• Additional equipment for the eradication
• County Code Enforcement to inspect non‐permitted building structures or non‐
permitted electrical.

• Water Master for water violations
• Environmental group for potential hazardous materials and soil contamination
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Cutting down over 1800 plants Loader Used to Fill Up Multiple Trailers for Dump Abandoned greenhouse with plastic and discarded soil Non‐permitted building structures



1/25/2022

7

Potential hazards located at search warrants

• Mold
• Fertilizers and chemicals
• Gases (Butane, CO2 etc.)
• Firearms
• BHO labs
• Exposed wiring

Examples of hazards found 

MoldMold
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Examples of hazards found 

Fertilizers and chemicalsExposed wires

Examples of hazards found 

BathroomOutdoor kitchens
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Examples of hazards found 

BHO Ovens & ProductBHO Lab

Examples of hazards found 

FirearmFirearms 
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What are people producing and why do they do this

• Flower/bud marijuana
• Butane Honey Oil (BHO)
• THC vape cartridges
• THC edibles
• Money

Examples of marijuana items found 

Packaged Product for SaleSafe Full of Product for Sale
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Examples of marijuana items found 

THC Vape CartridgesBHO Sheets – 15+ pizza boxes w/ product

Examples of marijuana items found 

Packaging for GummiesTHC Gummies
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Examples of marijuana profits found 

Money CounterMoney 



Deschutes County's Disputed Quarterly Transfers from the Oregon Marijuana Account

State Estimate: 5
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Notes:
County Estimates are based on raw data provided by the State.
Reduced distributions begining in Q1 2021 are due to Ballot Measure 110 passed by the voters in 2020.


